Ethics -- Final Assignment Worksheet
This worksheet should help you construct a successful paper. You may choose to construct your paper otherwise. If you do so, make sure all the items mentioned below are fully satisfied. Note, the purpose of this assignment is to measure your ability to apply some of the ethical theories we have discussed in two particular cases of moral choice. Your work is not supposed to be a literary or cinematic analysis! You are asked to provide an ethical analysis!

(1)
Select a movie, a novel or a play that provides rich moral context for analysis.

(2)
Focus on two characters (say, X and Y) and focus about one moral choice each one of them makes. Make sure that you select two cases of moral choice, where the characters freely and deliberately choose, among two or more alternatives, to act in a certain way that resolves their ethical dilemmas. (Two characters, two moral choices—total of 2 cases; actions without choice and deliberation, such as acting out of rage, incoherence, under serious threat, etc. DO NOT QUALIFY)

 (3)
Then write your paper following the below scheme:

 
(a) In one (and short) paragraph, present a description of the story line. Thereafter, avoid discussing the story line as much as possible. Only information that is crucial to the two cases of moral choice should be mentioned later.

	X’s choice
	Y’s choice

	(b) Describe the moral choice X makes
	(b) Describe the moral choice Y makes

	(c) X explains that she/he made her choice because _____________ (preferably in the X’s own words.
	(c) Y explains that she/he made her choice because _____________ (preferably in the Y’s own words.

	(d) X’s explanation is based on ________ (one of the absolutist theories we have learned) because ___________ (show how the choice can be mapped onto, derived from, conforms to, this absolutist theory)
	(d) Y’s explanation is based on ________ (one of the absolutist theories we have learned) because ___________ (show how the choice can be mapped onto, derived from, conforms to, this absolutist theory)

	(e) Describe how two other absolutist theories (don’t use the one mentioned in (d) above) would evaluate (judge according to their own values and terms) the action X has chosen (as described in (b) above).
	(e) Describe how two other absolutist theories (don’t use the one mentioned in (d) above) would evaluate (judge according to their own values and terms) the action Y has chosen (as described in (b) above).

	(f) Give your own evaluation of X’s choice
	(f) Give your own evaluation of Y’s choice


( This worksheet is to be used in conjunction with the Final Assignment posted above.

( It is strongly recommended that you make a complete list of all the absolutist ethical theories we have learned, including brief descriptions of their main claims, before you start analyzing X and Y’s choices, and then connect choices with theories.

( Using the services of the Writing Center will definitely improve your paper!

